Cerebral infarction associated with protein C deficiency following allogeneic bone marrow transplantation.
Hypercoagulable states associated with deficiencies in circulating anticoagulant protein C occur after chemotherapy for a variety of malignant diseases. Protein C deficiency also occurs following bone marrow transplantation (BMT) and may be responsible for a variety of transplantation-associated complications. We report the case of a child who suffered a stroke associated with low protein C antigen and activity occurring 11 months after allogeneic BMT. Protein C levels recovered spontaneously by 18 months after BMT. We speculate that the protein C deficiency and and resultant hypercoagulable state led to the stroke, and the deficiency of this anticoagulant was a sequela of the transplant.